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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Greetings,



It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you to the simulation of the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women at AMIMUN 2023 
organised by Amity University, Noida. We hope this experience enriches 
your public speaking skills and helps you learn about a pressing world issue 
that complicates the lives of many people around the world..



Before coming to the conference, it is very important to break the larger 
agenda into smaller subtopics. It is also crucial to enhance your leadership 
skills and lobbying capacity since we would give equal importance to overall 
participation in the committee. That said, we would be following the UNA-
USA rules of procedure for this model UN. It is imperative to understand that 
this guide is only meant to provide the delegates a brief understanding of 
the agenda and not to restrict their research parameters in any manner, as 
delegates are free to transcend the contents of this guide to raise new 
points provided the mandate of the committee is not breached. Kindly pay 
attention to the “Questions to Consider” given at the end of this guide to 
help you start your research.



Our Agenda is “Gender Dysphoria with emphasis on Sex Reassignment 
Surgeries”. This guide aims to provide all the delegates the foundational 
knowledge and platform needed to have informative and deliberative 
debate. We shall, to the best of our abilities, ensure that a fair simulation is 
conducted and there is ample scope for fruitful and meaningful discussion 
which paves the way for a nuanced learning experience.



Wishing you all good luck.



Sincerely,

The Executive Board



Parinay Gupta

Siddhant Treasure
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The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) acts as the principal global 
intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of gender 
equality and the empowerment of women. It works as a functional 
commission of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and came into 
being in June 1946.

The CSW is instrumental in promoting women’s rights, documenting the 
reality of women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards 
on gender equality and the empowerment of women. Understanding the 
functioning of CSW would help the delegates understand the purpose of 
the committee while keeping the debate and other activities within certain 
definitive boundaries. It`s current modus operandi or mandate being

 Convenes a ministerial conference to reaffirm and strengthen political 
commitment to the realization of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls as well as their human rights, and to 
ensure high-level engagement and the visibility of the deliberations of 
the Commission, including through ministerial round tables or other 
high-level interactive dialogues to exchange experiences, lessons 
learned, and good practices

 Engages in general discussion on the status of gender equality, 
identifying goals attained, achievements made, and efforts under way to 
close gaps and meet challenges

 Convenes interactive expert panel discussions and other interactive 
dialogues on steps and initiatives to accelerate implementation and 
measures to build capacities for mainstreaming gender equality across 
policies and programmes

 Consider one priority theme, based on the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action and the outcome of the 23rd special session of the 
General Assembly and linkages to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

 Discusses emerging issues, trends, focus areas, and new approaches to 
questions affecting the situation of women, including equality between 
women and men, that require timely consideration

 Agrees on further actions for the promotion of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women by adopting agreed conclusions and 
resolutions

 Contributes gender perspectives to the work of other intergovernmental 
bodies and processes

 Reports on the aspects relating to gender equality and the 
empowerment of women of the agreed main theme of the Economic 
and Social Council, in order to contribute to its work.
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UPCOMING THEMES



2023: Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age 
for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. 
Review theme: Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of rural women and girls (agreed conclusions of the 
sixty-second session).

2024: Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and 
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective. Review 
theme: Social protection systems, access to public services and sustainable 
infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and 
girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-third session).



ACCEPTABLE PROOF OF EVIDENCES



1. Government Ministries and their reports – places from where the official 
business of any governmental authority is transacted and allocated 
including those of subordinate tiers of government. Example: Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India and United States Department of 
State.

2. State Operated News Agencies – those media platforms which are 
owned, controlled or managed by the government on an official basis and 
perform the task of public relations management for the government or its 
institutions on record. Example- Islamic Republic News Agency for Iran, 
Xinhua News agency for People's Republic of China.

3. United Nations Reports – All reports of the United Nations such as that of 
its institutions and subordinate bodies which are funded and 
administratively controlled by the UN staff and personnel. Example – Special 
Representative Reports, Security Council reports. However, this does not 
include any acts done or statements made by any United Nations staff 
member in his personal capacity.

4. Selective International News Agencies – this is done on a case-to-case 
basis and primarily includes bodies like Reuters which is a United Kingdom 
based agency but there is precedence to show that its report have been 
deemed credible in CSW before.



Note – Even though the above sources are accepted as credible pieces of 
information, nothing is beyond the scope of refutation and dispute as the 
diplomats (delegates) have the authority to not accept the credibility of the 
above sources as subjectivity and interpretation also figures in as far as state 
actions are concerned. Moreover, the delegates are not free to use other 
sources to substantiate their arguments in the committee.
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INTRODUCTION



Gender Dysphoria refers to a form of emotional and psychological distress 
that a person experiences due to a mismatch between their biological sex 
assigned at birth and their perceived psychological sense of gender identity. 
In layman terms it means any mental uneasiness resulting from a significant 
incongruence between the gender which one personally identifies with and 
the gender or sex with which one was born. Individuals with gender 
dysphoria have a strong conviction that their feelings and actions are typical 
of the opposite gender, and they desire to live and be perceived as that 
gender. Such a situation leads to a clinically significant mental anguish due 
to a marked difference between their personally expressed and medically 
prescribed gender. Gender dysphoria in children is marked by repeated 
verbalization of their desire to be the other gender as well as behaviours that 
indicate a strong preference to be/identify with the other gender, such as 
persistent cross-gender roles in make-believe play or a profound dislike for 
their sexual anatomy.



Although, gender dysphoria is not a mental disorder or illness in itself, what 
makes it an important public health issue is the mental turbulence in the 
form of anxiety, stress and fear usually associated with it, requiring careful 
assessment and redressal .Unfortunately, despite the presence of multiple 
clinical and medical procedures such as psychological therapies and sex 
reassignment surgeries most individuals continue to hide and suppress their 
condition primarily due to the social and cultural stigma attached to gender 
dysphoria hence making the situation even worse. Even on the national and 
global level the issue of gender dysphoria has received only marginal 
attention and discussion due to lack of public awareness and policy neglect 
that the issue faces seen as an unimportant issue. Considering the fact that 
the issue of gender dysphoria covers not only the women who perceive 
themselves to be males but also many males who perceive themselves to be 
women in the real sense, making a discussion on gender dysphoria in 
UNCSW even more important and crucial. Hence we expect all of the 
respective delegates to discuss,debate and deliberate on the agenda giving 
due regard to its significance and relevance to women in particular and 
humanity in general.



Historical Context and Terminology



Gender identity is the personal sense of one's own gender which may or may 
not align with the sex assigned at birth .If the gender identity aligns with the 
sex assigned at birth which is the case in majority of circumstances the the 
individual is called cisgender and if it contradicts the same then the 
individual is called a transsexual or transgender.
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This classification is based on the assumption that sex and gender are two 
distinct terms where sex refers to the biological or physiological 
characteristics of males and females in terms of reproductive organs , 
chromosomes etc and gender refers to the socio - culturally constructed roles 
that males and females are expected to play in a society. Unlike sex which is 
biologically determined at birth , gender as a sociological concept is more 
fluid and constantly evolving in nature being influenced by a variety of factors 
such as personal choice , family ,peers and media. Gender as a concept is an 
indication of how societies view and manage sex categories; the cultural 
meanings and social significance attached to men and women’s roles; and 
how individuals understand their identities including, but not limited to, 
being a man, woman, transgender, intersex, gender queer and other gender 
positions. Gender involves social norms, attitudes and activities that each 
society views as more appropriate for one sex in relation to another.



Transsexualism as a phenomena has been in existence since centuries with 
several ancient Indian vedic scriptures containing the mention of the term. 
However it came into public view only in the period after 1950s primarily due 
to the works of Harry Benjamin, Robert Stoller, Ray Blanchard, John Money 
and Norman Haire who gave insights about the various forms of gender 
identify disorders of which transsexualism or gender dysphoria is only one 
and their respective treatments such as reassignment surgeries and clinical 
interventions. Gradually socio -political awareness about the condition rose 
post 1990s and several civil society and political groups at various levels 
started taking up the issues related to gender identity be it intersectionality 
or transexualism etc. Since the beginning of the 21st century the view that 
the right to choose one's own gender is a basic human right is gaining 
ground and calls are being made to make legal -institutional efforts to 
remove the social stigma associated with sex reassignment surgeries and 
gender identity related issues so that crucial conversations can take place 
.Several countries have declassified transsexualism as a mental disorder and 
steps to provide people experiencing gender dysphoria or any other gender 
identity related issue legal or financial aid are being taken.



However there is a long way to go as in many parts of the world adequate 
safeguards and policy attention to transsexual individuals are not provided 
and they have to face tremendous social, cultural, medical and political 
barriers as gender identity related issues are still seen as unnatural and 
undesirable occurrences in humans. Hence it remains to be seen how the 
recent progress made related to the issue of gender dysphoria in certain 
countries is assessed, analysed, interpreted and applied in various parts of the 
world.
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DIAGNOSIS



As per the parameters of International Classification of Diseases 10 gender 
dysphoria or transsexualism is chatracterised by a desire to live and be 
accepted as a member of the opposite sex, which is usually accompanied by 
feelings of discomfort or disagreement with their own anatomic sex, as well 
as the desire to undergo surgical and/or hormone treatment so that their 
bodies match as much as possible with the preferred sex.

In order to diagnose gender dysphoria, transsexual identity must have been 
present constantly for at least two years and not be a symptom of another 
mental disorder, like schizophrenia, or secondary to any intersexual, genetic 
or sexual chromosome anomalies. It is usually manifested through at least 
two of the following characteristics 

 A strong inconsistency between the sex the individual feels or expresses 
and his or her primary or secondary sexual characteristics and a 
corresponding desire to detach from the same

 A strong desire to possess primary and secondary sexual characteristics 
corresponding to the opposite sex i.e different from one assigned at birth 

 A strong conviction that one possesses feelings and reactions typical of 
the opposite sex (or an alternative sex different from the one assigned).



SEX REASSIGNMENT SURGERIES



Sex Reassignment Surgery is a surgical procedure or a combination of 
multiple surgical procedures that attempts to alter a transsexual person's 
physical appearance and sexual characteristics to resemble those associated 
with their personally identified gender category.The utility of sex 
reassignment surgeries has been broadly accepted as the best possible 
solution to help individuals overcome gender dysphoria and its associated 
problems especially when effectiveness of any pharmacological or 
psychological treatment to reduce the desire to change sexes has not been 
proven.



The alteration of a person's sexual characteristics through surgery is a 
complex process which includes a twofold transition: firstly a socio - cultural 
transition which includes having a new name, changed behaviour and 
secondly a medical transition consisting of hormonal therapy and surgical 
procedures. A psychiatric evaluation however must precede all gender 
reassignment surgical procedures, in order to establish a reasonable degree 
of intelligence and emotional stability which is required by an individual to be 
able to endure through the mentally and physically draining process.
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Gender transition is a process unique to each individual, and for those who 
do choose to undergo a medical transition, the journey often consists of 
counselling and a diagnosis of gender dysphoria, hormone therapy and real-
life experience before genital-changing surgeries are performed. Not all 
transgender people need — or want — these therapies; and, not all 
transgender people undergo surgery as many may choose to medically 
transition by customising the procedures, or focus on just "top," "bottom" or 
cosmetic surgeries as per need . Doctors normally recommend hormone 
therapy to alter secondary sex characteristics to the desired gender before 
surgery. Other than surgeries to reconstruct internal and external genitalia 
(and not counting anything considered a cosmetic procedure), most physical 
changes are managed with hormone therapy prescribed by an 
endocrinologist to suppress certain characteristics (such as distribution of 
body hair) or enhance certain others (such as breast growth). Hormone 
therapy may continue for a few years to achieve maximum results, and may 
be concurrent with what's known as the real-life experience , a year 
dedicated to living openly as one's desired gender, and intended to help 
adjust — socially, physically and emotionally — to making these significant 
changes in gender expression .



Despite an impressive average success rate of 60 - 80 % sex reassignment 
surgeries , they must be viewed with caution and treated only as a measure 
of last resort due to numerous statistical and medical challenges associated 
with the process. Various public health agencies and experts have rightly 
pointed out the fact that there are no universally accepted and validated 
standards accompanying sex reassignment surgeries and the after care of 
patients suffering from gender dysphoria. With more and more people 
coming out with their condition and opting to go for such surgical 
procedures, lack of an standardised and internationally recognised treatment 
and care standards for such individuals becomes an issue of serious concern. 
To make matters worse it has come to light that the resulting lifestyle of even 
those who successfully transition may be more difficult and challenging. 
Reason being, although gender identity can be fluid, sex assigned at birth 
continues to exercise a considerable influence on the daily life experiences of 
people throughout their life. It makes it imperative for all stakeholders in 
society, primarily the health experts and political leadership, to strive for 
coming up with new,innovative and safer ways to diagnose and treat the 
issue of gender dysphoria.



POTENTIAL MEDICAL TREATMENT SOLUTIONS



Hormone therapy in Children and Young People

Some young people with lasting signs of gender dysphoria who meet strict 
criteria may be referred to a hormone specialist (consultant endocrinologist) 
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to see if they can take hormone blockers as they reach puberty. This is in 
addition to psychological support.



Puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones



Puberty blockers (gonadotropin-releasing hormone analogues) pause the 
physical changes of puberty, such as breast development or facial hair.

Little is known about the long-term side effects of hormone or puberty 
blockers in children with gender dysphoria. Although GIDS advises this is a 
physically reversible treatment if stopped, it is not known what the 
psychological effects may be.



It is also not known whether hormone blockers affect the development of the 
teenage brain or children's bones. Side effects may also include hot flushes, 
fatigue and mood alterations.

From the age of 16, teenagers who've been on hormone blockers for at least 
12 months may be given cross-sex hormones, also known as gender-affirming 
hormones.



These hormones cause some irreversible changes, such as
 breast development (caused by taking oestrogen
 breaking or deepening of the voice (caused by taking testosterone)



Long-term cross-sex hormone treatment may cause temporary or even 
permanent infertility.

However, as cross-sex hormones affect people differently, they should not be 
considered a reliable form of contraception.

There is some uncertainty about the risks of long-term cross-sex hormone 
treatment.



Hormone therapy for Adults



The aim of hormone therapy is to make the adult more comfortable with 
themself, both in terms of physical appearance and how you feel. The 
hormones usually need to be taken for the rest of your life, even if you have 
gender surgery.

It's important to remember that hormone therapy is only one of the 
treatments for gender dysphoria. Others include voice therapy and 
psychological support. The decision to have hormone therapy will be taken 
after a discussion between you and your clinic team.



In general, people wanting masculinisation usually take testosterone and 
people after feminisation usually take oestrogen. Both usually have the 
additional effect of suppressing the release of "unwanted" hormones from 
the testes or ovaries.
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Surgery for Adults

Some people may decide to have surgery to permanently alter body parts 
associated with their biological sex.

Based on the recommendations of doctors at the gender dysphoria clinic, 
individuals will be referred to a surgeon outside the clinic who is an expert in 
this type of surgery.



Surgery for Trans Men

Common chest procedures for trans men (trans-masculine people) include

 removal of both breasts (bilateral mastectomy) and associated chest 
reconstructio

 nipple repositionin
 dermal implant and tattoo


Gender surgery for trans men includes
 construction of a penis (phalloplasty or metoidioplasty
 construction of a scrotum (scrotoplasty) and testicular implant
 a penile implant


Removal of the womb (hysterectomy) and the ovaries and fallopian tubes 
(salpingo-oophorectomy) may also be considered.

Surgery for Trans Women

Gender surgery for trans women includes

 removal of the testes (orchidectomy
 removal of the penis (penectomy
 construction of a vagina (vaginoplasty
 construction of a vulva (vulvoplasty
 construction of a clitoris (clitoroplasty)


Breast implants for trans women (trans-feminine people) are not routinely 
available on the NHS.

Facial feminisation surgery and hair transplants are not routinely available on 
the NHS.

As with all surgical procedures there can be complications.



PSYCHOLOGICAL AID

Psychotherapy with the objective of “curing” transsexualism, in order to get 
the patient to accept oneself as a man or a woman as per his biological sex, 
has been proven to be a futile effort . The transsexual mind cannot be 
convinced or persuaded to accept a false gender orientation or identity. Every 
attempt there that has been to do so has failed. The transsexual mind cannot 
adjust to the body, thus it is logical and justified doing the opposite and 
trying to adjust the body to the mind. In spite of the limited proven 
effectiveness of such solutions a wide range of psychological measures are 
still employed to extend care to people experiencing gender dysphoria as 
mentioned below.
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Treatment for Children and Young People

If the child is under 18 and may have Gender Dysphoria the following experts 
can be referred to analyse and conduct appropriate assessments to assist to 
their needs

 clinical psychologis
 child psychotherapis
 child and adolescent psychiatris
 family therapis
 social worker



Depending on the results of the assessment, options for children and 
teenagers should include

 family therap
 individual child psychotherap
 parental support or counsellin
 group work for young people and their parent
 regular reviews to monitor gender identity developmen
 a referral to a specialist hormone (endocrine) clinic for hormone blockers 

for children who meet strict criteria (at puberty)

Most treatments offered at this stage are psychological rather than medical. 
This is because in many cases gender variant behaviour or feelings disappear 
as children reach puberty.



Treatment for Adults

Adults who think they may have gender dysphoria should be referred to a 
gender dysphoria clinic (GDC). GDCs have a multidisciplinary team of 
healthcare professionals, who offer ongoing assessments, treatments, 
support and advice, including

 psychological support, such as counsellin
 cross-sex hormone therap
 speech and language therapy (voice therapy) to help you sound more 

typical of your gender identity



For some people, support and advice from the clinic are all they need to feel 
comfortable with their gender identity. Others will need more extensive 
treatment.



CASE STUDIE

 Court rejects request to rehear gender dysphoria case (2022)

A federal appeals court has denied a request to rehear a case that found 
gender dysphoria is covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act
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In August 2022, a three-judge panel of the Richmond-based 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals became the first federal appellate court in the country to 
find that the landmark federal law protects people with gender dysphoria, a 
condition that causes anguish and other symptoms as a result of a disparity 
between a person's gender identity and their assigned sex at birth. The 
decision came in the case of Kesha Williams, a transgender woman who sued 
the Fairfax County sheriff in Virginia for housing her in a jail with men under a 
policy that inmates must be classified according to their genitals.

In her lawsuit, Williams said that she was harassed and that her prescribed 
hormone medication was repeatedly delayed or skipped, violating the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. A federal judge granted a motion by the 
sheriff’s office to dismiss the lawsuit, but the 4th Circuit panel reversed that 
ruling, finding there is a distinction between gender identity disorder and 
gender dysphoria.

The modern diagnosis of gender dysphoria “affirms that a transgender 
person’s medical needs are just as deserving of treatment and protection as 
anyone else’s,” Judge Diana Gribbon Motz wrote in the opinion. On Friday, the 
4th Circuit rejected a request from the sheriff's office for the full court of 15 
judges to rehear the case.

The sheriff's office did not immediately respond to a phone message seeking 
comment, and attorneys for the sheriff's office did not respond to an email

 California Murderer Is First U.S. Prisoner to Receive Sex Change Paid 
for With Taxpayer Dollars (2017)



Prisoners are entitled to medically necessary procedures as it’s guaranteed 
under the 8th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Being incarcerated 
within state or federal penitentiaries affords little freedom to convicts serving 
out their sentences, and to refuse prisoners medical treatment is to sentence 
them to a slow and painful death.

California’s Department of Corrections says that it isn’t, and describes sex 
reassignment surgery as a medically necessary treatment. New guidelines 
were established by the department in 2015 after the Transgender Law 
Center brought two cases against the state. Officials fought against paying 
for the treatment before it was finally put in place.

57 year old Shiloh Heavenly Quine, a convicted killer, is to be the first inmate 
in the country to receive sex reassignment surgery paid for with tax dollars, 
via the State of California.Quine was convicted of first degree murder, 
kidnapping and robbery for ransom, and faces no possibility of parole. Quine 
told the prison psychologist who recommended the operation that it would 
provide her “drastic, internal completeness”.

Quine was expected to be moved to a women’s prison following her sex 
change.A spokesman for the California Department of Corrections cited the 
8th Amendment and said treatment was necessary for inmates diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria.
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Respected Delegations to the United Nations Security Council,




There wouldn’t be an individual in our midst not aware of the noble purpose 
for whoseattainment the United Nations in general, and this Council in 
particular, was established. Thatpurpose, that goal, of course, is the 
realisation of international peace and security. Yet todaywe find that we are, 
in some ways, as distant from that goal as we were after the Second

World War; in some ways we have gone farther astray, for vile aggression 
now parades in a cloak of sophistry and equivocations, of sweeping 
commitments to respecting the tenets ofthe United Nations Charter and 
international law, whilst disregarding much set forth in either.

The reality, as we know, is vastly different—brazen and illegal transgression 
of sovereignnations’ integrity and independence, crimes against humanity, 
and the callous subversion ofsuch international institutions as the United 
Nations itself. We know whence we came, but

whiter do we go from here? To utter and total gloom? Or to a place of light 
and peace? It is,therefore, incumbent upon the Delegations in this Council 
to answer this question, a question

whose pertinence cannot be overstated.



This Guide has been created merely to serve as a starting point to your 
research and give you

a brief overview of the subject matter. It’s imperative that you use this 
document as a

reference point for further research and not as an end unto itself. It’s also 
imperative for you

to note that, in order to excel in this simulation of the Security Council, you 
ought to have the

willingness to research extensively and translate that research into ideas 
both feasible and

logical—wholly devoid of the fantastical, though not to say of the creative 
and imaginative.

In light of the foregoing, we wish you all the best and hope that we can 
make this an

enriching experience for you. We can be reached to address your doubts 
and queries at all

hours.




In light of the foregoing, we wish you all the best and hope that we can 
make this anenriching experience for you. We can be reached to address 
your doubts and queries at allhours.




Yours sincerely,




Varad Choudhary



President



varad95@gmail.com
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Bawa Sayan Bajaj



Vice President



baawasayanbajaj@gmail.com



Mandate,



The UN Charter established six main organs of the United Nations, including 
the SecurityCouncil. It gives primary responsibility for maintaining 
international peace and security tothe Security Council, which may meet 
whenever peace is threatened.

All members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the 
decisions of the SecurityCouncil. While other organs of the United Nations 
make recommendations to member states,only the Security Council has 
the power to make decisions that member states are thenobligated to 
implement under the Charter.



Maintaining Peace and Security



When a complaint concerning a threat to peace is brought before it, the 
Council’s first action

is usually to recommend that the parties try to reach agreement by 
peaceful means. The

Council may:



  set forth principles for such an agreement;
 undertake investigation and mediation, in some cases;
 dispatch a mission;
 appoint special envoys; or
 request the Secretary-General to use his good offices to achieve a pacific


      settlement of the dispute.



When a dispute leads to hostilities, the Council’s primary concern is to bring 
them to an endas soon as possible. In that case, the Council may:

  issue ceasefire directives that can help prevent an escalation of the 
conflict;

 dispatch military observers or a peacekeeping force to help reduce 
tensions,separate opposing forces and establish a calm in which 
peaceful settlements may be sought.



Beyond this, the Council may opt for enforcement measures, including:

 economic sanctions, arms embargoes, financial penalties and 
restrictions, andtravel bans;

  severance of diplomatic relations;
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  blockade;
    or even collective military action.



A chief concern is to focus action on those responsible for the policies or 
practicescondemned by the international community, while minimising 
the impact of the measurestaken on other parts of the population and 
economy.



Organisation



The Security Council held its first session on 17 January 1946 at Church 
House, Westminster,London. Since its first meeting, the Security Council 
has taken permanent residence at theUnited Nations Headquarters in New 
York City. It also travelled to many cities, holdingsessions in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, in 1972, in Panama City, Panama, and in Geneva,

Switzerland, in 1990.



A representative of each of its members must be present at all times at UN 
Headquarters so

that the Security Council can meet at any time as the need arises.



Link: http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/
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Evidence or proof from the following sources will be accepted as credible in 
the UNSC:



1. State-operated News Agencies — these reports can be used in the 
support of or against the

State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or substantial 
enough, can beused in support of or against any country as such but in 
that situation, they can be deniedby any other country in the council. Some 
examples are,

  RIA Novosti (Russia) [http://en.rian.ru/]

  IRNA (Iran) [http://http://www.irna.ir/en/]

  BBC (United Kingdom) [http://bbc.co.uk/]

  Al Jazeera (Qatar) [http://www.aljazeera.com]

 Xinhua News Agency (PR China) [http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/
china/]



2. Government Reports



These reports can be used in a similar way as the State Operated News 
Agencies reports andcan, in all circumstances, be denied by another 
country. However, a nuance is that a reportthat is being denied by a certain 
country can still be accepted by the Executive Board as credible 
information. Some examples are:



 Government Websites like the State Department of the United States of 
America[http://www.state.gov/index.htm] or the Ministry of Defense of 
the RussianFederation [http://www.eng.mil.ru/en/index.htm]

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of various nations like India [http://
www.mea.gov.in/] or People’s Republic of China [http://
www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/].

 Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Reports http://
www.un.org/en/members/ (Click on any country to get the website of 
theOffice of itsPermanent Representative.)
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 Multilateral Organizations like the NATO [http://www.nato.int/cps/en/
natolive/index.htm], ASEAN [http://www.aseansec.org/], OPEC [http://
www.opec.org/opec_web/en/], etc.



   3. United Nations Reports



All UN Reports are considered are credible information or evidence for the 
Executive Board

of the UNSC :

  UN Bodies like the UNSC [http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/] or UNGA [http://

www.un.org/en/ga/].

 UN Affiliated Bodies like the International Atomic Energy Agency [http://
www.iaea.org/], World Bank [http://www.worldbank.org/], International 
MonetaryFund [http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm], International 
Committee of theRed Cross [http://www.icrc.org/eng/index.jsp], etc.

  Treaty Based Bodies like the Antarctic Treaty System [http:// www.ats.aq/
e/ats.htm], the International Criminal Court [http://www.icc-cpi.int/
Menus/ICC]



NOTE: Sources like Wikipedia [http://www.wikipedia.org/], Amnesty 
International [http://www.amnesty.org/], Human Rights Watch [http://
www.hrw.org/] or newspapers like theGuardian [http://
www.guardian.co.uk/], Times of India [http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/],

etc. are typically not accepted as PROOF/EVIDENCE. However, they can be 
used for betterunderstanding of any issue or on rare occasions, be brought 
up in debate if the informationgiven in such sources is in line with the 
beliefs of a Government.



Further, the information submitted as evidence citing reportage from 
sources such asspecified in this note may be at best, treated as having 
significance in terms of persuasivevalue—e.g. to cement one’s assertions, 
but never as a binding, indisputable fact.
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On 21 November 2013 a Ukrainian government decree suspended 
preparations for signing ofthe Association Agreement. The reason given 
was that in the previous months Ukraine hadexperienced "a drop in 
industrial production and our relations with CIS [Commonwealth of
Independent States] countries". The government also assured, "Ukraine will 
resume preparingthe agreement when the drop in industrial production 
and our relations with Commonwealthof Independent States (CIS) 
countries are compensated by the European market." According

to Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov, "the extremely harsh conditions" 
of anInternational Monetary Fund (IMF) loan (presented by the IMF on 20 
November 2013),which included big budget cuts and a 40% increase in gas 
bills, had been the last argument in

favour of the Ukrainian government's decision to suspend preparations for 
signing theAssociation Agreement. On 7 December 2013 the IMF clarified 
that it was not insisting on asingle-stage increase in natural gas tariffs in 
Ukraine by 40%, but recommended that they be

gradually raised to an economically justified level while compensating the 
poorest segmentsof the population for the losses from such an increase by 
strengthening targeted socialassistance. The same day, IMF Resident 
Representative in Ukraine Jerome Vacher stated thatthis particular IMF 
loan was worth US$4 billion and that it would be linked with "policy,

which would remove disproportions and stimulate growth".



The term "Euromaidan" was initially used as a hashtag on Twitter. The 
demonstrations beganon the night of 21 November 2013, when protests 
erupted in the capital, Kyiv, after theUkrainian government rejected draft 
laws that would allow the release of jailed oppositionleader Yulia 
Tymoshenko and suspended preparations for signing the Ukraine–European 
Union Association Agreement with the European Union, to seek closer 
economic relationswith Russia. On 24 November 2013, clashes between 
protesters and police began. Protestersstrived to break cordon. After a few 
days of demonstrations an increasing number ofuniversity students joined 
the protests. The Euromaidan has been characterised as an event ofmajor 
political symbolism for the European Union itself, particularly as "the largest 
ever pro-European rally in history."



The pro-European Union protests are Ukraine's largest since the Orange 
Revolution of 2004,

which saw Yanukovych forced to resign as prime minister over allegations of 
votingirregularities. Although comparing the 2013 events in the same East-
West vector as 2004,with Ukraine remaining "a key geopolitical prize in 
eastern Europe" for Russia and the EU,
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The Moscow Times noted that Yanukovych's government was in a significantly 
strongerposition following his election in 2010. During the annual World 
Economic Forum meeting atthe end of January 2014 in Davos (Switzerland) 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarovreceived no invitations to the main 
events; according to the Financial Times's GideonRachman because the 
Ukrainian government was blamed for the violence of the 2014Hrushevskoho 
Street riots. On 19 January, a Sunday mass protest, the ninth in a row, tookplace 
gathering up to 200,000 in central Kyiv to protest the new anti-protest laws, 
dubbed the"Dictatorship laws". Euromaidan activists appealed to the military 
for its "solemn allegianceto the Ukrainian people" rather than the "criminal 
regime", and for members of the militaryand police to not carry out "criminal 
orders", most notably in the use of force againstcivilians; they promised those 
who would be fired for refusing orders of violence would bereinstated once a 
new government for Ukraine was installed. Clashes began as thousands
descended upon parliament via Hrushevskoho Street, and were met by police 
cordons, and ablockade of military cars, mini-vans and buses. Police warned 
over loudspeaker, stating,"Dear citizens, your actions are illegal and are against 
the state." They also warned thatadvancing within three meters of police 
would be considered a threat to police officers' rightsand will prompt a 
response. Tensions eventually developed, and the sides exchanged

projectiles as protesters attacked the police barricade armed with sticks, pipes, 
helmets, andgas masks. They were met with stun and smoke grenades. 
Opposition leader Vitali Klitschko(who attempted to bring calm) was sprayed 
with a fire extinguisher by a protester from the

crowd, and shouted down as a traitor. Following this, live TV pictures showed 
protestersattempting to overturn a bus used by police, which was later set on 
fire after petrol bombswere thrown.



By the evening, Vitali Klitschko had arranged a night-time meeting with 
President ViktorYanukovych at his presidential mansion Mezhyhirya in an 
attempt to argue for snap electionsto defuse the situation from escalating into 
further violence. The meeting ended withYanukovych promising to resolve the 
crisis with a 'special commission' that includedrepresentatives of the 
administration (including the president), Cabinet of Ministers, andpolitical 
opposition. By 24th January 2014, anti-government protesters built three new
barricades on Hrushevskoho Street to protect the Euromaidan protest camp on 
IndependenceSquare. Verkhovna Rada chairman Volodymyr Rybak stated on 
Rada TV that the issue ofintroducing a state of emergency would not be raised 
at 28 January extraordinary session ofparliament since "The only issue that will 
be raised at the special session will be the currentsituation. The situation is 
very difficult, and we will consider the peaceful solution to thepolitical crisis in 
Ukraine".
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According to medical workers on the ground: 300 were injured and 
treated on 20 January 250on 21 January, more than 400 were injured 
on 22 January, and 70 on 23 January. In addition,according to city 
medical officials, a total of 157 protesters have sought medical aid 
between19 and 23 January, with 72 admitted to hospitals. The majority 
of complaints were made atthe Maidan medical aid center which was 
set up near the barricades on Hrushevskoho Streeton 19 January and 
most of those injured have avoided hospitals as those treated have 
beensubject to arrest. According to reports from the Interior Ministry, 
at least 100 riot police wereinjured in the clashes of 19 January with 61 
of those officers being hospitalized. According to the Interior Ministry's 
official website, demonstrators captured and beat one Berkut riot-

police officer who was taken to the opposition-occupied House of Trade 
Unions and latersent to a hospital for treatment. Videos show 
protesters throwing molotovs at riot policeofficers, injuring some of 
them.On 23 January 235 officers were reported injured with 104
hospitalized. By 25 January, the MVS reported that 285 police officers 
were injured, 104 ofwhich were hospitalised, and 1,340 had fallen ill 
(primarily from pneumonia andhypothermia).




VIA AD MOLLITIAM
REVOLUTION OF DIGNITY AND

 IMPEACHMENT OF PRESIDENT 

The protests that began on the night of 21 November 2013 with public protests 
in Maidan Nezalezhnosti (Independence Square) in Kyiv were still ongoing by 
mid-February 2014. Aperiod of relative calm in the anti-government 
demonstrations in Kyiv ended abruptly on 18February 2014, when protesters 
and police clashed. At least 82 people were killed over thenext few days, 
including 13 policemen; more than 1,100 people were injured. On 18February, 
some 20,000 Euromaidan protesters advanced on the Verkhovna Rada 
(Ukrainianparliament) in support of restoring the Constitution of Ukraine to its 
2004 form, which hadbeen repealed by the Constitutional Court of Ukraine 
shortly after Yanukovych was electedpresident in 2010. The police blocked 
their path. The confrontation turned violent; the BBC,citing correspondents, 
reported that each side blamed the other. The police fired guns withboth 
rubber bullets and, later, live ammunition (including automatic weapons and 
sniperrifles), while also using tear gas and flash grenades in an attempt to 
repel thousands ofdemonstrators. The protesters fought with crude weapons 
(such as large rocks and bats),firearms, and improvised explosives (Molotov 
cocktails), and broke into the headquarters ofthe Party of Regions. Police 
officers stormed the main protest camp on Maidan Nezalezhnostiand overran 
parts of the square. The Trade Unions Building, which served as the 
Euromaidanheadquarters, was burned down. Political commentators 
suggested that Ukraine was on thebrink of a civil war. Some areas, including 
Lviv Oblast, declared themselves politicallyindependent of the central 
government.



The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) launched an "anti-terrorist" operation, 
while theintelligence services began investigating unnamed politicians over 
what was described as anillegal attempt to seize power. The decision to begin 
the anti-terrorist operation involved theSBU, the Interior Ministry, the Ministry 
of Defence, the State Border Guard Service ofUkraine, and the central and 
local governments, according to a statement on the SBUwebsite.According to 
political analyst Taras Berezovets, the decree meant that the SBU couldsearch 
protesters, seize their property, and detain them at will, "without a court order 
or otherlegal safeguards." In the early morning, Olena Lukash announced that 
the opposition hadrefused to sign a declaration disapproving of radical 
measures. President Yanukovychdemanded that the opposition stop 
occupying buildings and seizing arms; the opposition,however, would not 
concede. President Yanukovych fired the chief of the general staff of the

Ukrainian Armed Forces, Volodymyr Zamana, and replaced him with Ilyin, who 
waspreviously the commander of the Ukrainian Navy. The Ministry of Defence 
announced that itwas redeploying units around the country to guard military 
facilities. The director of theSBU, Oleksandr Yakymenko, said that military 
bases and arms depots had been attacked inseveral regions.
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Following a meeting between government and opposition leaders late at 
night, both sidesdeclared a truce and agreed to start negotiations. 
President Yanukovych said in a statement

that he had agreed to "start negotiations with the aim of ending 
bloodshed and stabilising thesituation in the state in the interests of 
social peace". According to opposition politicianYatsenyuk, the truce 
included a pledge from Yanukovych not to launch a police assault that
night. Right Sector did not agree to the truce. A Euronews correspondent 
on IndependenceSquare reported that the number of protesters had 
grown, saying, "In general, all I have heardfrom people is the more they 
are attacked and the worse they are beaten, the more determinedthey 
are to stand back up and resume the struggle."



A compromise deal was agreed to on 21 February after hours of 
negotiations led by theEuropean Union mediators and Foreign Ministers 
Radosław Sikorski of Poland, LaurentFabius of France, and Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier of Germany. Officially called the Agreementon settlement of 
political crisis in Ukraine, but unofficially called the 21 February
Agreement, it was signed by both opposition leaders and the president 
after overnightnegotiations. The agreed-to provisions included a 
restoration of the constitution as it wasbetween 2004 and 2010; 
constitutional reform to be completed by September; earlypresidential 
elections no later than December 2014; an investigation into the violence

conducted under joint monitoring of the administration, the opposition, 
and the Council ofEurope; a veto on imposing a state of emergency; 
amnesty for protesters arrested since 17February; the surrender of public 
buildings occupied by protesters; the forfeiture of illegal

weapons; "new electoral laws", and the formation of a new Central Election 
Commission.The 450-seat parliament voted unanimously, 386–0, to 
return to the 2004 constitution, andthen its 450 members voted 332–0 to 
suspend acting Interior Minister Zakharchenko. Anotherbill made 
changes to the Criminal Code, allowing for the release of Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 310MPs voted in favour of the measure, including 54 from 
the Party of Regions and 32Communists. Mykola Rudkovsky introduced a 
bill to impeach President Yanukovych.



Parliament Chairman Volodymyr Rybak submitted his resignation in 
parliament on 22February, citing illness. Yanukovych's whereabouts were 
unknown, despite media reports thathe had flown to Kharkiv (according 
to the governor of Kharkiv Oblast at the time, Mykhailo

Dobkin, Yanukovych was in Kharkiv that day).
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Oleksandr Turchynov said that most of theministers had disappeared, 
including Interior Minister Zakharchenko, who was reported to

have fled to Belarus. In the afternoon, the Rada voted 328-0 to remove 
Yanukovich from hispost and to schedule a presidential election for 25 
May. This vote did not follow theimpeachment process specified by the 
Ukrainian Constitution, which would have involvedformally charging 
Yanukovych with a crime, a review of the charge by the Constitutional
Court of Ukraine, and a three-fourths majority vote—at least 338 votes in 
favor—inparliament. Instead, parliament declared that Yanukovych 
"withdrew from his duties in anunconstitutional manner" and cited 
"circumstances of extreme urgency" as the reason forearly elections. 
Lawmakers then elected opposition leader Oleksandr Turchynov to be 
thechairman of Parliament, acting president and prime minister of 
Ukraine; this decision alsoviolated the Constitution, according to which 
the impeached President was to be succeededby the Prime Minister 
Serhiy Arbuzov. Turchynov claimed that Yanukovych had agreed toresign 
as president, but after consulting with advisers, he disavowed that and 
even pre-recorded a resignation statement. Yanukovych said he would 
not resign or leave the countryand called parliament's decisions "illegal". 
He added, "The events witnessed by our country

and the whole world are an example of a coup d'état", and compared 
them to the rise of theNazi Party in Germany in the 1930s.



On 23 February, the second day of national mourning, parliament voted to 
abolish the law onlanguage policies that had given the Russian, 
Romanian, and Hungarian languages theofficial status of regional 
languages in some areas. The same day, parliament dismissed

Foreign Minister Leonid Kozhara, Health Minister Raisa Bogatyrova, and 
Education MinisterDmytro Tabachnyk and nationalised Yanukovych's 
private estate Mezhyhirya. Parliamentalso passed amendments restoring 
its power to appoint and dismiss judges, which hadbelonged to the 
Supreme Council of Justice. On 28 February, Yanukovych attended a 
pressconference in southern Russia and answered questions from mostly 
Russian reporters. Hesaid that the early presidential elections scheduled 
for late May were illegal and that he"would not be participating in them". 
He also said that while the 21 February agreementcould have calmed the 
situation, the opposition had not agreed to it. Russia considered the

overthrow of Yanukovych to be an illegal coup (and a "military seizure of 
power") and didnot recognize the interim government.
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As pro-Russian protesters became increasingly assertive in Crimea, groups 
of armed menwhose uniforms lacked any clear identifying marks 
surrounded the airports in Simferopol andSevastopol. Masked gunmen 
occupied the Crimean parliament buildingand raised a Russianflag, as 
pro-Russian lawmakers dismissed the sitting government and installed 
SergeyAksyonov, the leader of the Russian Unity Party, as Crimea’s prime 
minister. Voice and datalinks between Crimea and Ukraine were severed, 
and Russian authorities acknowledged thatthey had moved troops into 
the region. Turchynov criticized the action as a provocation and aviolation 
of Ukrainian sovereignty, while Russian Pres. Vladimir Putin characterized 
it as aneffort to protect Russian citizens and military assets in Crimea. 
Aksyonov declared that he,and not the government in Kyiv, was in 
command of Ukrainian police and military forces inCrimea.



On March 6 the Crimean parliament voted to secede from Ukraine and 
join the RussianFederation, with a public referendum on the matter 
scheduled for March 16, 2014. The movewas hailed by Russia and broadly 
condemned in the West. Meanwhile, Yatsenyuk affirmedKyiv’s position 
that Crimea was an integral part of Ukraine. On the day of the 
referendum,observers noted numerous irregularities in the voting 
process, including the presence ofarmed men at polling stations, and the 
result was an overwhelming 97 percent in favour ofjoining Russia. The 
interim government in Kyiv rejected the result, and the United States and

the EU imposed asset freezes and travel bans on numerous Russian 
officials and members ofthe Crimean parliament. On March 18 Putin met 
with Aksyonov and other regionalrepresentatives and signed a treaty 
incorporating Crimea into the Russian Federation. Western

governments protested the move. Within hours of the treaty’s signing, a 
Ukrainian soldierwas killed when masked gunmen stormed a Ukrainian 
military base outside Simferopol.Russian troops moved to occupy bases 
throughout the peninsula, including Ukrainian naval

headquarters in Sevastopol, as Ukraine initiated the evacuation of some 
25,000 militarypersonnel and their families from Crimea. On March 21 
after the ratification of theannexation treaty by the Russian parliament, 
Putin signed a law formally integrating Crimeainto Russia.



As international attention remained focused on Crimea, Yatsenyuk 
negotiated with the IMF tocraft a bailout package that would address 
Ukraine’s $35 billion in unmet financialobligations. He also met with EU 
officials in Brussels, and on March 21 Yatsenyuk signed aportion of the 
association pact that had been rejected by Yanukovych in November 2013. 
TheIMF ultimately proposed an $18 billion loan package that was 
contingent on Ukraine’sadoption of a range of austerity measures that 
included devaluation of the hryvnya and curbson state subsidies that 
reduced the price of natural gas to consumers.
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Russia continued to solidify its hold on Crimea, and it abrogated the 2010 
treaty that hadextended its lease on the port of Sevastopol in exchange 
for a discount on natural gas. Theprice Russia charged Ukraine for natural 
gas skyrocketed some 80 percent in a matter ofweeks. While Russia 
openly exerted economic pressure on the interim government in Kyiv,

Russian officials publicly stated that they had no additional designs on 
Ukrainian territory. Inearly April, however, a NATO press briefing revealed 
the presence of an estimated 40,000Russian troops, massed in a state of 
high readiness, just across Ukraine’s border.Subsequently, heavily armed 
pro-Russian gunmen stormed government buildings in theeastern 
Ukrainian cities of Donetsk, Luhansk, Horlivka, and Kramatorsk. In Kharkiv 
a groupof ostensibly local gunmen mistakenly seized an opera house, 
believing it to be city hall. Aswas the case in Crimea, a number of these 
takeovers were executed by men with Russianequipment, in uniforms 
bearing no insignia, acting with military precision. In the city ofSlov’yansk 
in the Donets Basin, a gun battle erupted as pro-Russian militiamen 
occupiedbuildings and established roadblocks.



Turchynov imposed a deadline on those occupying the buildings, offering 
them immunityfrom prosecution if they surrendered but threatening a 
military response if they did not. Thedeadline passed without incident, 
the occupiers consolidated their gains, and Turchynovcalled on the 
United Nations to dispatch peacekeeping forces to eastern Ukraine to 
restoreorder. Meanwhile, he signaled his support for one of the key 
demands of the pro-Russiancamp—a popular referendum on the 
conversion of Ukraine into a federation, a change thatwould convey 
greater autonomy at the regional level. On April 15 the Ukrainian military

successfully retook the airfield at Kramatorsk, but the following day a 
broader effort to reassert control in Slov’yansk went sharply awry when 
Ukrainian troops surrendered sixarmoured personnel carriers to pro-
Russian militiamen. As emergency talks between Ukraine,the United 
States, the EU, and Russia began in Geneva, Ukrainian troops in Mariupol

repelled an assault by pro-Russian gunmen that left several militiamen 
dead.



Although all parties at Geneva agreed to work to defuse the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine,Russia commenced military maneuvers on its side of the 
border, and pro-Russian militantsexpanded their zone of control, seizing 
additional government buildings and establishingarmed checkpoints. In 
late April Volodymyr Rybak, a Horlivka city council representativeand a 
member of Tymoshenko’s Fatherland party, was kidnapped and killed by 
a pro-Russianmilitia. 
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Subsequently, dozens would be abducted and held by pro-Russian forces, 
includingeight members of an Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE)monitoring mission, numerous Ukrainian and 
Western journalists, and several members ofUkrainian police and security 
services. The U.S. and the EU unveiled a fresh round ofsanctions against 
Russia, and Kharkiv mayor Gennady Kernes, a member of Yanukovych’s

Party of Regions who had reversed his pro-Moscow course and declared 
his support for aunited Ukraine, was seriously wounded by a sniper. On 
May 2 the Ukrainian governmentrestarted its offensive against pro-
Russian forces in Slov’yansk. Although two helicopterswere lost to hostile 
fire, Turchynov reported that many separatists had been killed or arrested.

That same day, violence erupted in Odessa, a city that had been relatively 
unscathed until thatpoint, and dozens of pro-Russian demonstrators 
were killed when the building they occupiedcaught fire.



On May 9 Putin celebrated Victory Day, a holiday that commemorates the 
defeat of NaziGermany in World War II, with a trip to Crimea and a review 
of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet.Days before Putin’s visit, the Council for Civil 
Society and Human Rights, a Kremlinadvisory body, had released a 
cautionary report about Crimea that sharply contradicted theofficially 
published results of the March 16 independence referendum. Actual voter 
turnoutwas estimated to have been between 30 and 50 percent, with just 
over half of those castingballots choosing annexation by Russia. As self-
declared separatist governments in Luhanskand Donetsk prepared to 
stage their own referenda on independence, Ukrainian securityforces 
continued to contest territory with pro-Russian militias, and a particularly 
bloody clashin Mariupol left as many as 20 dead. Those referenda, held in 
separatist-controlled cities onMay 11, were dismissed by Kyiv as “a farce” 
and were widely criticized throughout the West.Widespread irregularities 
were observed: masked gunmen directly supervised polls, voters

casting multiple ballots were commonplace, and Ukrainian police 
reportedly seized 100,000pre-completed “yes” ballots from armed 
separatists outside Slov’yansk. While stopping shortof recognizing the 
results of the referenda, which overwhelmingly favoured independence,

Putin said that he respected the will of the voters, even as the Kremlin 
called for negotiations.

The EU responded by expanding its sanctions against Russian individuals 
and companies.
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In March and April 2021, Russian Armed Forces began massing thousands 
of personnel andmilitary equipment near Russia’s border with Ukraine 
and in Crimea, in what was the largestmobilisation since the annexation 
of Crimea in 2014. This triggered an international crisisdue to concerns 
over a potential invasion. Satellite imagery showed movements of 
armour,missiles, and heavy weaponry. The troops, however, were partially 
withdrawn by June 2021—but the infrastructure was left in place. A 
second build-up began in October 2021, this timewith more soldiers and 
with deployments on new fronts; by December, over 100,000 Russian
troops were massed around Ukraine on three sides. Despite the Russian 
military build-ups,Russian officials from November 2021 to 20 February 
2022 repeatedly denied that Russiahad plans to invade Ukraine.



The crisis was related to the ongoing War in Donbas, itself part of the 
Russo-Ukrainian War,ongoing since 2014. In December 2021, Russia 
advanced two draft treaties that containedrequests for what it referred to 
as "security guarantees,” including a legally binding promise

that Ukraine would not join the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
and a reductionin NATO troops and material stationed in Eastern Europe, 
and threatened unspecified militaryresponse if those demands were not 
met in full. NATO rejected these requests; and the UnitedStates warned 
Russia of "swift and severe" economic sanctions should it further invade

Ukraine. The crisis was described by many commentators as one of the 
most intense inEurope since the Cold War.



On 21 February 2022, Russia officially recognized the two breakaway 
regions in easternUkraine, the Donetsk People’s Republic and the 
Luhansk People’s Republic, as independentstates, and moved troops to 
Donbas—in a move interpreted as Russia’s effective withdrawalfrom the 
Minsk Protocol. The breakaway republics were recognised in the 
boundaries of theirrespective Ukrainian blasts, which extend far beyond 
the line of contact. On 22 February2022, Putain said that the Minsk 
agreements were no longer valid.
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First Russian Military Buildup



On 21 February 2021, the Russian Defence Ministry announced the 
deployment of 3,000paratroopers to the border for "large-scale exercises". 
The announcement was made followingthe Ukrainian government's 
crackdown on Viktor Medvedchuk earlier that month.Medvedchuk was a 
leading pro-Russian Ukrainian opposition politician and tycoon with

close personal ties to Vladimir Putin. An analysis by Time published in 
February 2022 citedthe event as the start of the Russian military buildup 
near Ukraine.



On 3 March, Suspilne claimed separatists from the self-proclaimed 
Donetsk People'sRepublic (DPR) reported they had been granted 
permission to use "preemptive fire fordestruction" on Ukrainian military 
positions. On 16 March, the SBGS border patrol in Sumyspotted a Russian 
Mil Mi-8 helicopter trespassing approximately 50 metres (160 ft) into
Ukrainian territory before heading back to Russian airspace. Ten days later, 
Russian troopsfired mortars at Ukrainian positions near the village of 
Shumy in Donbas, killing fourUkrainian servicemen. Russia refused to 
renew the ceasefire in Donbas on 1 April.



On March 24, Zelenskyy announced Ukraine's intent to take back Crimea, 
mentioning amongothers military means. The next day Russia sent 
troops to the Ukraine border.Beginning from 16 March, NATO began a 
series of military exercises known as DefenderEurope 2021. The military 
exercise, one of the largest NATO-led military exercises in Europefor 
decades, included near-simultaneous operations across over 30 training 
areas in 12countries, involving 28,000 troops from 27 nations. Russia 
criticized NATO for holdingDefender Europe 2021, and deployed troops to 
its western borders for military exercises inresponse to NATO's military 
activities. The deployment led to Russia having a sizable troopbuildup 
along the Russo-Ukrainian border by mid-April. A Ukrainian estimation 
placed thedeployment at 40,000 Russian forces for Crimea and the 
eastern portion of the Russo-Ukrainian border. The German government 
subsequently condemned the deployment as anact of provocation.



On 30 March, colonel general Ruslan Khomchak, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forcesof Ukraine revealed intelligence reports suggesting a 
military buildup by the Russian ArmedForces on the outskirts of Ukraine 
in preparations for the Zapad Запад-2021. 28 Russianbattalion tactical 
groups were situated along the Russo-Ukrainian border, primarily at
Crimea, Rostov, Bryansk, and Voronezh. It was estimated that 60,700 
Russian troops werestationed at Crimea and Donbas, with 2,000 military 
advisors and instructors in eastern-Ukraine alone. 
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According to Komchak, the buildup, expected to increase to 53 battalion
tactical groups, posed "a threat" to the military security of Ukraine. Dmitry 
Peskov, aspokesman for Vladimir Putin, disagreed with the Ukrainian 
statements, claiming the militarymovements "are not of any concern" for 
neighbouring countries. Instead, the decisions weremade to deal on 
matters of "national security".



Between late March and early April 2021, significant quantities of weapons 
and equipmentfrom various regions of Russia, including as far away as 
Siberia, were transported towardsthe Russo-Ukrainian border and into 
Crimea. Unofficial Russian sources, such as the pro-

Russian Telegram channel Military Observer, published a video of the 
flight of a group ofRussian Kamov Ka-52 and Mil Mi-28 attack helicopters. 
It was emphasized by the originalsources that the flight had allegedly 
taken place on the Russo-Ukrainian border



Continued Violence and Escalation



Russian and pro-Kremlin media alleged on 3 April 2021 that a Ukrainian 
drone attack hadcaused the death of a child in the Russian-occupied part 
of Donbas. However, no furtherdetails were given surrounding the 
incident. Vyacheslav Volodin, speaker of the Russian StateDuma believed 
that Ukrainian leaders should be "held responsible for the death", while

proposing to exclude Ukraine from the Council of Europe (CoE). On 5 April, 
Ukrainianrepresentatives of the Joint Centre of Control and Coordination 
(JCCC) sent a note to theOSCE Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine 
regarding pro-Russian intentions to falsify theaccusations. The next day, 
the mission confirmed the death of a child in Russian-occupiedDonbas, 
but failed to establish a link between the purported "Ukrainian drone 
strike" and thechild's death.



On 6 April 2021, a Ukrainian serviceman was killed as a result of shelling of 
Ukrainianpositions near the town of Nevelske in Donetsk. Another soldier 
was killed near Stepne by an unknown explosive device.As a result of the 
shelling, the water pumping station in the "gray-zone" between the 
villages of Vasylivka and Kruta Balka in South Donbas was de-energized,
cutting off the water supply to over 50 settlements. Shortly after the 
annexation of Crimea in2014, Ukraine blocked the flow of the Northern 
Crimean Canal, which had supplied 85percent of Crimea's water. Crimea's 
reservoirs were subsequently depleted and watershortages ensued, with 
water reportedly only being available for three to five hours a day in2021. 
The New York Times has cited senior American officials mentioning 
securing Crimea'swater supply could be an objective of a possible 
incursion by Russia.
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SO WHAT HAS HAPPENED THUS FAR ?

Russia moved ships between the Caspian Sea and Black Sea. The transfer 
included severallanding craft and artillery boats. Interfax reported on 8 
April that the crews and ships of theCaspian Flotilla would perform the 
final naval exercises in cooperation with the Black SeaFleet. On 10 April 
2021, Ukraine invoked Paragraph 16 of the Vienna Document and initiated

a meeting in the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) on the surgeof Russian troops near the Russo-Ukrainian border 
and Russian-occupied Crimea. Ukraine'sinitiative was supported by 
several countries, but the Russian delegation failed to appear atthe 
meeting and refused to provide explanations. On 13 April 2021, Ukrainian 
consulOleksandr Sosoniuk was detained in Saint Petersburg by the 
Federal Security Service (FSB),allegedly while "receiving confidential 
information" during a meeting with a Russian citizen.Sosoniuk was later 
expelled from Russia. In response, Yevhen Chernikov, a senior Russian
diplomat of the Russian embassy in Kyiv, was declared a persona non 
grata in 19 April inUkraine and was forced to leave the country within 72 
hours. On 14 April 2021, in a meetingin Crimea, Nikolay Patrushev, 
Secretary of the Security Council of Russia (SCRF) accusedUkrainian 
special services of trying to organize "terrorist attacks and sabotage" on 
thepeninsula.



On the night of 14 to 15 April 2021, a naval confrontation took place in the 
Sea of Azov, 40kilometres (25 mi) from the Kerch Strait, between three 
Ukrainian Gyurza-M-class artilleryboats and six vessels from the Coast 
Guard of the Border Service of the FSB. The Ukrainianartillery boats were 
escorting civilian ships when the incident occurred. It was reported that

Ukrainian ships threatened to use airborne weapons to deter provocations 
from FSB vessels.The incident ended without any casualties.



The following day, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine reported that 
Russia hadannounced the closure of parts of the Black Sea to warships 
and vessels of other countriesuntil October, under the pretext of military 
exercises. The Ministry condemned the decisionas a "gross violation of the 
right of navigational freedoms" guaranteed by the UN Conventionon the 
Law of the Sea. According to the convention, Russia must not "obstruct 
maritimepassages of the International strait to ports" in the Sea of Azov.



According to John Kirby, Pentagon Press Secretary, Russia had 
concentrated more troopsnear the Russo-Ukrainian border than in 2014. 
Russia reportedly imposed temporaryrestrictions on flights over parts of 
Crimea and the Black Sea from 20 to 24 April 2021, asstated in an 
international report for pilots.
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On 22 April 2021, Russian Minister of Defence Sergey Shoigu announced a 
drawdown ofmilitary exercises with troops from the 58th and 41st Army, 
and the 7th, 76th, and 98thGuards Airborne Division returning to their 
permanent bases by 1 May after inspections inthe Southern and Western 
military districts. Equipment at the Pogonovo training facility wasto 
remain for the annual military exercise with Belarus scheduled in 
September 2021.



Renewed Tensions (October 2021 — Present)



On 11 October 2021, Dmitry Medvedev, Deputy Chairman of the Security 
Council of Russia,published an article in Kommersant, in which he argued 
that Ukraine was a "vassal" of theWest and that, therefore, it was pointless 
for Russia to attempt to hold a dialogue with theUkrainian authorities, 
whom he described as "weak", "ignorant" and "unreliable". Medvedev
concluded that Russia should do nothing in regard to Ukraine and wait 
until a Ukrainiangovernment comes to power that is genuinely interested 
in improving relations with Russia,adding "Russia knows how to wait. We 
are patient people." The Kremlin later specified thatMedvedev's article 
"runs in unison" with Russia's view of the current Ukrainian government.
In November 2021, the Russian Defence Ministry described the 
deployment of the USwarships to the Black Sea as a "threat to regional 
security and strategic stability." Theministry said in a statement, "The real 
goal behind the US activities in the Black Sea region isexploring the 
theatre of operations in case Kyiv attempts to settle the conflict in the 
southeastby force."



Second Russian Military Buildup



Senior officials of the US Department of Defense reported on 5 May 2021 
that Russia hadonly withdrawn a few thousand troops since the previous 
military buildup. Despitewithdrawals of several Russian units back to their 
native barracks, vehicles and equipmentwere not withdrawn, leading to 
fears that a re-deployment might occur. Senior US DefenseDepartment 
officials in early May estimated over 80,000 Russian troops still remained 
at theRusso-Ukrainian border.



In early November 2021, reports of Russian military buildups prompted 
American officials towarn its European allies that Russia could be 
considering a potential invasion of Ukraine,while a number of experts and 
commentators believed that Putin was seeking a stronger handfor 
further negotiations with the West. The Ukrainian military intelligence 
(HUR MOU)estimated that the figure had risen to 90,000 by 2 November, 
composing of forces from the8th and 20th Guards, and the 4th and 6th 
Air and Air Defence Forces Army.
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SO WHAT HAS HAPPENED THUS FAR ?

On 13 November 2021, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
announced that Russiahad again amassed 100,000 troops near the 
Russo-Ukrainian border, higher than an Americanassessment of 
approximately 70,000. On the same day, in an interview on Russia-1, Putin

denied any possibility of a Russian invasion of Ukraine, labelling the 
notions as "alarmist",while simultaneously accusing NATO of undergoing 
unscheduled naval drills at the BlackSea. 8 days later, the chief of the 
HUR MOU, Kyrylo Budanov commented that Russiantroop deployment 
had approached 92,000. Budanov accused Russia of conspiring several
protests against COVID-19 vaccination in Kyiv to destabilize the country.



Between late-November and early-December 2021, as Russian and 
Ukrainian officials tradedaccusations of massive troop deployments in 
Donbas, Ukrainian Minister of Foreign AffairsDmytro Kuleba on 25 
November admonished Russia against a "new attack on Ukraine",which 
he said "would cost [Russia] dear,” while Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov on 21November called the accusations "[the] hysteria" that "[wa]s 
being intentionally whipped up"and said that, in their opinion, it was 
Ukraine who was planning aggressive actions againstDonbas.



On 3 December 2021 Ukrainian Minister of Defense Oleksii Reznikov, spoke 
of thepossibility of a "large-scale escalation" by Russia during the end of 
January 2022, during asession at the Verkhovna Rada (Ukraine's national 
parliament). Reznikov estimated that theRussian military buildup 
consisted of 94,300 troops. In early December 2021, an analysisconducted 
by Janes concluded that major elements of the Russian 41st Army 
(headquarteredat Novosibirsk) and the 1st Guards Tank Army (normally 
deployed around Moscow) hadbeen re-positioned to the west, reinforcing 
the Russian 20th and 8th Guards armies that werealready positioned 
closer to the Russo-Ukrainian border. Additional Russian forces were
reported to have moved to Crimea, reinforcing Russian naval and ground 
units that werealready deployed there. American intelligence officials 
warned that Russia was planning anupcoming major military offensive 
into Ukraine scheduled to take place in January 2022.



Russia began a slow evacuation of its embassy staff at Kyiv beginning in 
January 2022. Themotives of the evacuation remain unknown and were 
subjected to multiple speculations. Bymid-January, an intelligence 
assessment produced by the Ukrainian Ministry of Defenceestimated 
that Russia was in its final stages of completing a military buildup at the 
Russo-Ukrainian border, amassing 127,000 troops at the region. Among 
the troops, 106,000 wereland forces, the remainder being naval and air 
forces. 
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There were 35,000 more Russian-backed separatist forces and another 
3,000 Russian forces in rebel-held eastern Ukraine. Theassessment 
estimated that Russia had deployed 36 Iskander short-range ballistic 
missile(SRBM) systems near the border, many stationed within striking 
distance of Kyiv. Theassessment also reported intensified Russian 
intelligence activity. An analysis conducted bythe Atlantic Council in 20 
January concluded that Russia had deployed additional criticalcombat 
capabilities to the region.



In late-January 2022, major Russian military units were relocated and 
deployed to Belarusunder the auspices of previously planned joint 
military exercises to be held in February thatyear. Namely, the 
headquarters of the Eastern Military District was deployed to Belarus 
alongwith combat units drawn from the District's 5th, 29th, 35th, and 
36th Combined Arms Army,76th Guards Air Assault Division, 98th Guards 
Airborne Division and the Pacific Fleet's155th Naval Infantry Brigade. 
Ukrainian and American officials believed that Russia wouldattempt to 
use Belarus as a platform to attack Ukraine from the north, due to the 
closeproximity of the Belarusian–Ukrainian border to the city of Kyiv.



On 19 January 2022, United States President Joe Biden said his "guess" 
was that Russia"w[ould] move in" to Ukraine but Putin would pay "a 
serious and dear price" for an invasionand "would regret it".



On 20 January 2022, Russia announced plans to hold major naval drills 
later that month thatwould involve all of its naval fleets: 140 vessels, 60 
planes, 1,000 units of military hardware,and 10,000 soldiers, in the 
Mediterranean, the northeast Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific, the NorthSea 
and the Sea of Okhotsk. On 28 January, Reuters reported that three 
anonymous Americanofficials had revealed that Russia had stockpiled 
medical supplies. Two of the three officialsclaimed that the movements 
were detected in "recent weeks", adding to fears of conflict. In aninterview 
with The Washington Post in January 2022, Zelenskyy warned that 
Russian forcescould invade and take control of regions in eastern Ukraine. 
He also argued that an invasionwould lead to a large-scale war between 
Ukraine and Russia.



On 5 February 2022, two anonymous US officials reported Russia had 
assembled 83battalion tactical groups, estimated to be 70-percent of its 
combat capabilities, for a full-scaleinvasion on Ukraine, and predicted 
that a hypothetical invasion would result in 8,000 to35,000 military 
casualties and 25,000 to 50,000 civilian casualties. The officials anticipated

that the possible launch window could start on 15 February and persist 
until the end ofMarch, when extremely cold weather would freeze roads 
and assist in the movement ofmechanized units.
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SO WHAT HAS HAPPENED THUS FAR ?

On 8 February, a fleet of six Russian landing ships, namely the Korolev, the 
Minsk, andKaliningrad from the Baltic Fleet; and the Petr Morgunov, the 
Georgiy Pobedonosets, andthe Olenegorskiy Gornyak from the Northern 
Fleet, reportedly sailed to the Black Sea fornaval exercises. The fleet 
arrived at Sevastopol two days later. On 10 February, Russiaannounced 
two major military exercises. The first was a naval exercise on the Black 
Sea,which was protested by Ukraine as it resulted in Russia blocking the 
naval routes at theKerch Strait, the Sea of Azov, and the Black Sea; the 
second involved a joint military exercisebetween Belarus and Russia held 
in regions close to the Belarusian-Ukrainian border,involving 30,000 
Russian troops and almost all of the Belarusian armed forces.Responding 
tothe latter, Ukraine held separate military exercises of their own, 
involving 10,000 Ukrainiantroops. Both exercises were scheduled for 10 
days.



Referring to unspecified intelligence, National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan, stated anattack could begin at any moment prior to the 
conclusion of the 2022 Winter Olympics atBeijing on 20 February. 
Separately, the media published several reports based on acquired US

intelligence briefed to several allies with specific references to 16 February 
as a potentialstarting date for a ground invasion. Following these 
announcements, the US ordered most ofits diplomatic staff and all 
military instructors in Ukraine to evacuate. Numerous countries,including 
Japan, Germany, Australia and Israel also urged their citizens to leave 
Ukraineimmediately. The next day, KLM suspended its flights to Ukraine, 
while other airlines shiftedtheir flight schedules to limit exposure across 
the country.



On 10 February 2022, the Baltic states invoked provisions of the Vienna 
Documentrequesting an explanation from Belarus regarding the unusual 
military activities. The movewas followed by Ukraine a day after, where it 
too invoked Chapter III (risk reduction) of theVienna Document, 
requesting Russia to provide "detailed explanations on military activities

in the areas adjacent to the territory of Ukraine and in the temporarily 
occupied Crimea".According to Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba, no response had been receivedfrom Russian authorities within 
the required 48-hour deadline.



On 11 February 2022, U.S. President Biden warned Americans in Ukraine 
should leave assoon as possible, as a Russian invasion could begin on 16 
February 2022. On 13 February,Ukraine requested that an emergency 
meeting within the OSCE be held within the following48 hours, at which 
Russia was expected to provide a response.
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On 14 February 2022, a telephone conversation was made by Reznikov 
and his Belarusiancounterpart, Viktor Khrenin, where they agreed on 
mutual confidence-building andtransparency measures. These measures 
included visits by both defence ministers to theirrespective country's 
military exercises (Reznikov to the Russo–Belarusian Allied Resolve2022 
exercise, and Khrenin to the Ukrainian Zametil 2022 exercise). The 
emergency meetingof the OSCE requested by Ukraine was held on 15 
February. However, the Russiandelegation to the OSCE was absent from 
the meeting.



On 14 February 2022, Shoigu said units from Russia's Southern and 
Western military districtshad begun returning to their barracks following 
the completion of "exercises" near Ukraine.However, in a press conference 
held the subsequent day, Biden commented that they couldnot verify 
such reports.



On 16 February, the Secretary General of NATO, Jens Stoltenberg refuted 
Russian claims ofretreating troops and said that Russia had continued 
the military buildup. The Russia ForeignMinistry called earlier Western 
warnings of a Russia invasion on this day "anti-Russianhysteria" while 
President Zelenskyy called for a "day of unity" in anticipation of Russian
threats.



On 17 February 2022, top officials from the US and NATO stated that the 
threat of aninvasion remained, as Russia was still actively looking for a 
casus belli for an invasionagainst Ukraine, with attempts being made to 
conduct a false flag operation. On 18 February,Biden announced that he 
was convinced that Putin had made a decision to invade Ukraine.



On 19 February, two Ukrainian soldiers were killed while another five were 
wounded byartillery fire from separatists.



On 20 February 2022, the Belarusian Ministry of Defence announced the 
continuation of theAllied Resolve 2022 military exercises, decided 
Belarusian president Alexander Lukashenkoand Putin. According to 
Khrenin, it was due to the "escalation in military activity along the

external borders of the Union State and the deterioration of the situation 
in Donbas". On thesame day, several news outlets reported that US 
intelligence assessed that Russiancommanders had been given orders to 
proceed with the invasion
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Escalation — Alleged Tensions Between Russia and Ukraine



Fighting in Donbas escalated significantly on 17 February 2022. While the 
daily number ofattacks over the first six weeks of 2022 was 2 to 5, the 
Ukrainian military reported 60 attackson 17 February. Russian state media 
also reported over 20 artillery attacks on separatistpositions the same 
day.For example, the Ukrainian government accused Russian separatists

of shelling a kindergarten at Stanytsia Luhanska using artillery, injuring 
three civilians. TheLuhansk People's Republic said that its forces had 
been attacked by the Ukrainiangovernment with mortars, grenade 
launchers and machine gun fire.



On 18 February, the Donetsk People's Republic and the Luhansk People's 
Republic orderedmandatory evacuations of civilians from their respective 
capital cities, although it has beennoted that full evacuations would take 
months to accomplish. Ukrainian media reported asharp increase in 
artillery shelling by the Russian-led militants in Donbas as attempts to
provoke the Ukrainian army. Russian state media also reported a "car 
bombing", allegedlytargeting the separatist government headquarters in 
Donetsk.



On 21 February 2022, Russia's Federal Security Service (FSB) announced 
that Ukrainianshelling had destroyed an FSB border facility 150 m from 
the Russia–Ukraine border inRostov Oblast. Separately, the press service 
of the Southern Military District announced thatRussian forces had in the 
morning that day killed a group of five saboteurs near the village of
Mityakinskaya, Rostov Oblast, that had penetrated the border from 
Ukraine in two infantryfighting vehicles, the vehicles having been 
destroyed. Ukraine denied being involved in bothincidents and called 
them a false flag. Additionally, two Ukrainian soldiers and a civilianwere 
reported killed by shelling in the village of Zaitseve, 30 km north of 
Donetsk.



Several analysts, including the investigative website Bellingcat, published 
evidence thatmany of the claimed attacks, explosions as well as 
evacuations in Donbas were staged byRussia.



On 21 February 2022, the Luhansk Thermal Power Plant in the Luhansk 
People's Republicwas shelled by unknown forces. The Ukrainian News 
Agency said that it was forced to shutdown as a result.
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Recognition of the Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics by Russia



On 21 January 2022, the Communist Party of the Russian Federation 
announced on Pravdathat its deputies would introduce a non-binding 
resolution in the State Duma to ask PresidentPutin to officially recognize 
the breakaway Donetsk People's Republic and Luhansk People'sRepublic. 
The resolution was adopted by the State Duma on 15 February 2022 in a 
351–16vote, with one abstention; it was supported by United Russia, the 
Communist Party of theRussian Federation, A Just Russia - For Truth and 
the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, butwas opposed by the New 
People party.



On 21 February 2022, the leaders of the self-proclaimed Donetsk and 
Luhansk people'srepublics, respectively Denis Pushilin and Leonid 
Pasechnik, requested that President Putinofficially recognize the 
republics' independence; both leaders also proposed signing a treatyon 
friendship and cooperation with Russia, including on military cooperation. 
Concluding theextraordinary session of the Security Council of Russia 
held on that day, Putin said that thedecision on recognition thereof 
would be taken that day.



The request was endorsed by Minister of Defence Sergey Shoigu. Prime 
Minister MikhailMishustin said the government had been laying the 
groundwork for such move for "manymonths already". Later that day, 
Putin signed decrees of recognition of the republics.Additionally, treaties 
"on friendship, co-operation and mutual assistance" between Russia and
the republics were inked.



Putin’s Denial of Ukrainian Statehood



Prior to the signing ceremony at the Grand Kremlin Palace, Putin's 
address to Russiancitizens was made public, in which he announced that 
Ukrainian statehood was a fiction, that

"modern Ukraine was entirely created by Russia, more precisely, Bolshevik, 
communistRussia", and specifically blamed Vladimir Lenin for the 
separation,adding that admission ofUkraine to NATO was "a foregone 
conclusion", that Moscow could not afford to ignore thethreat of a 
nuclear-armed Ukraine, he demanded that "those who seized and 
retain[ed] powerin Kiev ... immediately cease hostilities", or face 
consequences.
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With reference to the legally mandated decommunization in Ukraine that 
had begun inUkraine in 2015, Putin said: "You want decommunisation? 
That suits us fine. But don't stophalfway. We're ready to show Ukraine 
what real decommunisation means for Ukraine." Therecognition decision 
was promptly condemned by President of the European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen and the president of the European Council Charles 
Michel in identicalstatements on Twitter.



International Sanctions on Russia



In response to the recognition of the two breakaway republics, Western 
countries rolled outsanctions against Russia. On 22 February 2022, UK 
Prime Minister Johnson announcedsanctions on five Russian banks, 
namely Rossiya Bank, Industrialny Sberegatelny Bank,General Bank, 
Promsvyazbank, and Black Sea Bank, and three billionaire associates of 
Putin,namely Gennady Timchenko, Boris Romanovich Rotenberg, and 
Igor Rotenberg. Germanchancellor Scholz announced a halt to the 
certification process of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.EU foreign ministers 
blacklisted all members of the Russian Duma who voted in favour ofthe 
recognition of the breakaway regions, banned EU investors from trading 
in Russian statebonds, and targeted imports and exports with separatist 
entities. US president Bidenannounced sanctions on banks VEB.RF and 
Promsvyazbank and comprehensive sanctions onRussia's sovereign debt.
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Greetings,



Thank you for joining us in the International Press being conducted 
for Amity International Model United Nations 2023 (AMIMUN’23). I 
will be serving as your Editor-in-Chief for this conference. I hope to 
get along well with all of you and ensure a pleasant learning 
experience. The conference would be a three-day affair and would 
require you to be in a fast-paced environment where you would be 
given deadlines for each task. I will be explaining more about what 
sort of tasks you would be given and other details below, thus a 
thorough reading of this Guide would be quite appreciated.



As Journalists, your responsibility would be to not just record and 
report on the happenings of the committees in AMIMUN’23, but you 
would also contribute to the agendas being discussed in all of these 
committees. During your time at the conference, you will be given 
opportunities to write certain pieces that would need extensive 
research with a structural presentation. As the Editor-in-Chief, I can 
provide a constructive critique of each of your submissions and give 
you pointers on improving the areas that need work but since you 
are aware of how this still is a competitive environment, you would 
be scored on your ability to absorb the critique and how you choose 
to make improvements foremost, amongst the other scoring criteria.



I will always be open to questions and/or concerns, and I hope you 
will trust me to resolve the same for our mutual benefit for a fruitful 
committee session. I wish you the very best of luck for this 
conference, extremely eager to see you all soon.



Most Sincerely, 



Anoushka Rath

Letter from the Editor-in-Chief
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The International Press (IP) around the world has been seen as an 
allegory of freedom of speech & expression - by being an 
independent working body; be the ones to broadcast and 
promulgate views of many known and unknown people, creating an 
impact all around the world. The simulation of this exceptionally 
powerful committee in this conference would be no small feat, 
especially when you have such a diverse assemblage of Journalists.



As members of the International Press, you have the onus of being 
the message deliverers. You are the ones who’ll reach out and do 
everything in your power to further selectively emphasize on points 
made by diplomats in this MUN. As Journalists, you must observe, 
analyse & interpret all statements made by each delegate in all 
committees.



You will be given complete admission to all the committees with the 
condition of maintaining perfect transparency while operating in the 
committee. You would have to ensure that you do not disrupt the 
order of any committee and be efficient with the usage of the time 
given to you. Each task that you would be given would have a set 
time limit attached to it. In that given time, you would have to not 
only write the piece but also proofread and edit it to the best of your 
abilities before submitting it. Please note the below guidelines on 
what types of pieces will be expected of you during this conference.

OVERVIEW
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Types of Pieces
 Reports: Writers have to follow the 3Cs while writing their articles 

– Comprehensive, Comprehensible & Concise. Firstly, the articles 
should be complete – deliberating not just that one statement 
but also the debate & resolution of the same too. Secondly, it 
should be understandable. We expect you to be aware of the 
basic grammatical rules & format, they will be a part of the 
scoring criteria

 Op-Eds: Originally known as the op(posite the) ed(itorial page). 
These are opinionated articles. Usually, articles are seen as “a 
collective thought written by one.” But in the Op-Eds, we want 
you to take article-writing up a notch by doing some extensive 
research work and drawing up a debate to one or multiple points 
yourselves and writing upon it. It would be related to the topics 
discussed in your allotted committees

 Interviews: Interviews can be conducted with more than one 
delegate at a time. They would need to be submitted in the form 
of a transcript. The validity of questions asked by an interviewer & 
the answer given by delegates is major contributing factors to the 
Press.



A very clear note from our side to you would be about

 Meeting deadlines – It is extremely important for you to 
understand the brevity of time. This is a three-day conference. 
Please work at a breakneck speed but try not to let this affect the 
quality of your work. Negative marking for not meeting deadlines 
is a given

 Following Code of Conduct - All IP members have to follow the 
Code of Conduct given in this Guide. It is common sense that one 
needs to be courteous, and maintain the respect, decorum & 
sanctity of the committee

 Electronic Devices – Please bring your own laptops/Tablets/
Phones/Pen drives etc.

BASIC GUIDELINES
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Formal reportage is one of the most important tasks that Journalists 
have to perform. Reporters are required to cover the event as much 
as possible and describe it in their reports in an as organized 
manner as they can. You are – primarily, required to follow a 
universally used format of report writing. But we will tweak it just a 
little to facilitate a smoother flow of voice & expression. You have to 
include major news/debates/caucuses/resolutions in the report. Your 
writing has to be articulate, candid & neutral in tone. Take short 
notes while observing the participants and have clarity of the stand 
of their portfolios when you write the report.



Format



Titl
 Name of author(s) & date.



Introductio
 Name of the committee you are covering
 Mention the Day and date of the conferenc
  About the aforementioned committee
 Statement of purpos
 Definitions of any important, political terminologies



Body
 Arrange your points based on the importanc
 Use citations, if referencing or quoting any material.
 Use subheadings, if need be



Conclusio
 Observational conclusion, recommendations, end notes



REPORTS
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Appendice
 Technical terms, extras, proofs, links, abbreviations



Summary

Not more than 200 words



Some key points

  The report should not be more than 2 pages
  Please proofread at least twice before submission
  Objectivity is an extremely important aspect of report writing, 

please maintain that
  Must be coherent and with a relevant headline and By-line 

(being your name
  Font: Times New Roman, 12 with 1.5 paragraph spacin
  Do not write about the Rules of Procedures of any of the 

committees.



Please refer to this as an example:

https://www.wsj.com/articles/kudlow-defends-trumps-tariffs-on-
allies-ahead-of-g-7- gathering-1528320254

REPORTS

https://www.wsj.com/articles/kudlow-defends-trumps-tariffs-on-allies-ahead-of-g-7- gathering-1528320254
https://www.wsj.com/articles/kudlow-defends-trumps-tariffs-on-allies-ahead-of-g-7- gathering-1528320254
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Opinion Pieces or popularly known as “Opinion-Editorial” articles are 
exactly what the name makes it out to be. These pieces require a 
substantial amount of research, the play of words, sometimes even 
sarcasm, debate & rebuttals. It has no perfect format and can have 
varying degrees of different writing styles & needs to be relevant to 
the issue. Just verifying facts won’t do justice to its very name.



Why is an Op-Ed different from the usual Editorial piece?



Editorials are written as a part of the newspaper policy, compelled to 
be neutral about an issue. One cannot take sides while writing an 
Editorial article. Editorial writers have to refrain from being 
subjective. Their pens wield power only until the time they are 
objective towards the topic. Whereas, in an Op-Ed, it is a reflection of 
an individual’s perspective. Editorial – A mechanistic view, Op-Ed – A 
holistic view.



A few points to keep in mind while writing Op-Eds
  Citations are not needed but if using references, please 

mention the sourc
  It has to be relevant to the agendas being discussed in the 

committee
  Information presented should be accurat
  Cannot be longer than 1 & 1⁄2 page
  Should be structure
  Background information is a mus
  Statement of purpose should be there too



Please refer to this as an example:

http://www.pulitzer.org/winners/andie-dominick-des-moines-
register

Opinion Editorials

http://www.pulitzer.org/winners/andie-dominick-des-moines-register
http://www.pulitzer.org/winners/andie-dominick-des-moines-register
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Interviews



The best way to get first-hand information & opinions from a 
delegate is to conduct an interview with them with prior notice. 
Prior notice can be taken through chits and the best time to take 
the interview is during refreshment breaks or unmoderated 
caucus(es).



For preparing for an interview

 Research

Doing a considerable amount of research can help you get a kick-
start for formulating questions and helps when a reflexive question 
is needed.



 2.Structured Interview

Forming questions beforehand helps the interview to move 
smoothly & consumes a lot less time, especially when you can sit 
with a delegate for an individual interview only for a small period.



 3.Validity

Questions should be valid. Ask questions related to the matter at 
hand. Don’t let Delegates sway you to another topic. Prepare 
questions related to your questions. Ergo, research like you’ve never 
researched before.
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During an Interview

 Establish a rapport

Building a rapport with the interviewee will not only help the 
individual sitting in front of you but also, you – yourself would feel 
comfortable enough. You can start by sharing some basic & 
preliminary information about yourselves and the matter at hand.



 2.Don’t rush

You might miss important or interesting information, so even 
though you have a deadline, it is important to stay calm.



 3.Don’t forget to take short notes

It is important to jot down important points while the interviewee is 
speaking. If they are rushing, by all means – you can always politely 
ask them to go slower but try to not break their train of thought. And 
ask if you can record them beforehand.



 4.Don’t be confused

If any questions are left unanswered and you have time to spare – 
Ask them. If you are not clear about any topic or terminology that 
the delegate is speaking about – again, ask them.
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Creative Pieces



All Journalists are open to submitting any creative pieces too such as 
poetry and prose too. The only pointer for this would be that all we 
ask of you is to remain relevant to the agendas being discussed. All 
creative pieces count for extra scoring and will not be counted as the 
main submissions. Creative pieces include poems, essays, columns 
etc. Do ensure they are appropriate in nature and are not longer 
than two to three pages at a time. These submissions have no 
deadline and can be submitted at any point during the committee 
session.
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A Note



Thank you for reading through this Guide. I hope it serves its 
purpose throughout the conference. Please do not forget that I am 
always open to questions, thus you can contact me through any of 
the channels mentioned below.



Regards,



Anoushka Rath

Editor-in-Chief 

rath.anoushka@gmail.com 

+91 9717221243
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Photography Brief




It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to the 2023 edition 
of Amity International Model United Nations Conference. Allow me 
to inform you about the photography brief, and to help you find your 
wavelength as a Photojournalist.



The entire thought of this brief is not to release those endeavors 
squander that all photographers put into snap a large number of 
pictures. Additionally, those numerous photos won't be 
commendable in the event if you will stray yourself from the rules 
given in this aide. Photos serves as the memoirs of all occasions and 
in the matter of the gatherings like MUN's. It allows the delegates to 
get hold of the days' recollections spent in meeting; likewise, it 
allows budding photographers to brush up their photography 
aptitudes, learn new procedures and catch best of activities and 
feelings.



Photography is a method of expression for every individual who 
wields the camera. Photographs are one of the, if not the, main 
medium through which generations upon generations remember 
their history. While photography is taken very lightly in MUNs, I 
would like to reflect on what Photojournalism means:



“Photojournalism is a particular form of journalism (the collecting, 
editing, and presenting of news material for publication or 
broadcast) that employs images in order to tell a news story. It is 
now usually understood to refer only to still images, but in some 
cases the term also refers to video used in broadcast journalism.”



Photojournalism is distinguished from other close branches of 
photography (e.g., documentary photography, social documentary 
photography, street photography or celebrity photography) by 
complying with a rigid ethical framework which demands that the 
work is both honest and impartial whilst telling the story in strictly 
journalistic terms. Photojournalists create pictures that contribute to 
international history.

GUIDE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY



VIA AD MOLLITIAM

Guidelines-



1. All photographs must follow the Rule of Thirds wherever possible, 
and ought not to be clicked in Monochrome or Sepia. (If you don’t 
know what they are, don’t worry. I’ll explain a few golden rules 
during our briefing.)



2. There must be a total of 10 photographs showing all members of a 
council/committee, with different perspectives. At least three of 
them should be at the time of a moderated caucus or a procedural 
vote (depicting committee activeness). Three to five photos each 
from the opening ceremony and unmoderated caucus should be 
there.



3. The photographers will be allotted particular committees for 
which they have to submit the Photographs, however they are not 
bound to that committee only.



4. The photographs shall be judged primarily on composition, 
lighting, meaning and the overall impact that it has. Editing is not 
permitted.



5. Photographers will have to collaborate with journalists for their 
assignments.



6. The deadline for the submission- 2pm to 3pm for both the days, 
the same will be re-confirmed on the day of the conference. 
Exceeding these deadlines is unacceptable and may reflect on your 
assessment.



WHAT WE EXPECT FROM YOU:



1. Research



Research for a photographer is as critical as concerning a journalist. 
An exhaustive learning of the agenda will empower you to 
comprehend the board's motion and get the right shot. 
Photographers are relied upon to be acquainted with the board of 
committee handbook and the background guide for their separate 
committees. I understand your eyes are your primary tool but I 
would suggest, keep your ears open. It might help.


GUIDE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY



2. Photographs



We are searching for photos that do two things: capture a moment 
and convey a strong emotion. The photographs should ideally 
convey the mood of the council, a particular turning point in the 
debate, artistic shots of the council and delegates and anything else 
that might occur to you. Let your mind run free. Your committee is 
your playground. Get creative but make sure you don’t disturb the 
delegates and maintain the decorum that’s expected from you. The 
council you are allotted is your field. It is up to you how you want to 
best capture it.



In any case, over the top spotlight on delegates, individual contacts, 
individuals from the OC and individuals from the IP is not supported. 
There is no compelling reason to click each individual from the 
committee too. Keep in mind that you are there to cover the 
committee in general. We are searching for fascinating, capable and 
interesting photos.



3. Code of Conduct



All photographers are relied upon to keep up certain decency 
towards the individuals from the OC, the representatives, the official 
board and fellow individuals from the Press group. This infers that, 
keeping personal relations separated, all photographers are relied 
upon to carry on professionally as photographers of a Press group.

The photographers are required to move around inconspicuously 
and not to aggravate board. A rotation of the photographers without 
the permission of the Head of Photography is not allowed, and will 
contribute negatively towards the evaluation process. A 
photographer is expected to be present in his/her council at all 
times.



4. Punctuality

Punctuality is the essential obligation of all individuals from the 
Press group. All photographers are required to report for Press 
gatherings on time and entirely hold fast to submission deadlines. 
Any late submissions will be marked down in the assessment 
process.
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How to Submit?



All individuals from the Press group are required to carry a wiped, 
free pen drive. The pen drive must be named after the 
photographer. All submission of photographs will be done through 
this pen drive. No pen drive will be borrowed or lent under any 
circumstance.



You are required to create a separate folder for each day in this 
specific format “Your Name_Committee Name_Day 1/2/3”. Your 
submissions for each day should be there inside this folder and this 
should be copied on my laptop well within the deadline.



All the photographers have to carry their laptop and pen drives.



Well, this has indeed been fun to write. I hope it helps you to better 
understand what the essence of being a photojournalist is. Gear up 
fellow photographers, and remember, it’s not always about the 
destination, it’s about the little pieces you pick up on the way.

I’ll see you at the Conference. Until then, feel free to contact me for 
any queries.

Cheers!



Vardaan Kochhar

Head of Photography( +91 7428709155)

vardaancanon@gmail.com
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