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Title Topic: Geographical Offender Profiling. An introduction in theory and practice

Crime location is one of the most consistent, reliable and objective elements of any form of criminal
behavior. There is a large body of research that shown the offenders tend to live relatively close to
their home or around key points or anchor of their normal daily activity.

Using these spatial pattern considerations, we can apply in criminal investigation an objective
technique called Geographical Offender Profiling. This investigative method studies the
relationship between the geographic crime scenes and the possible offender’s home base.

This presentation is one of few studies in Italy using the investigative techniques of Geographical
Offender Profiling applied to an historical serial murder case occurred in Italy between 1996-1997.
To obtain this purpose, it will be introduce some essential elements of investigative-geographic
crime analysis as the behavioral geography applied to investigation, Locard’s Exchange Principle
applied to concept that Magliocca called «geographical crime scene», the decisional support system
in geographic profiling field, and the practical support of geo-profiling in serial criminal
investigation, where the Geographic Profiling can approximately predict the offender’s residence
area and/or his operational base.
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