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Dr. Ramesha obtained his Ph. D from the University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS), Bangalore. At UAS, 
he worked under the guidance of Prof. R. Uma Shaanker on exploring alternate plant sources of the 
anticancer alkaloid camptothecin (till 2009). During his Ph. D he was awarded Canada Higher Education 
Visiting Fellowship (2008) to visit Concordia University, Canada to work on part of his Ph. D research 
work. After graduation, he was awarded a very prestigious Marie Curie International Incoming 
Fellowship (MC-IIF) (2011- 2013) to work at John Innes Centre (JIC), UK, a premier centre for plant 
and microbial science in Europe. As part of MC-IIF, he worked on engineering plant triiterpene 
synthases under the supervision of Prof. Anne Osbourn FRS OBE and Dr. Paul O’Maille. Later he 
continued in the same lab working as a postdoctoral researcher in an Eu- funded consortium project 
called ‘TriForC’- Triterpenes for Commercialization. During these years at JIC Dr. Ramesha continued 
to work on triterpene synthases- key enzymes in plant triterpenes biosynthesis. Here special emphasis 
was on discovery of novel enzymes and their chemistries using evolution, protein engineering, 
metabolic engineering, and synthetic biology approaches. Dr. Ramesha has more than seven years of 
valuable postdoctoral experience. With this Dr. Ramesha has been recently awarded a prestigious 
Ramalingaswami Re-entry Fellowship (2020-2025) to move back to India. Currently Dr. Ramesha holds 
a faculty position at Amity Institute of Genome Engineering, Amity University, Noida, India. 
 
Current Research Projects: 
 
Department of Biotechnology, Gov of India funded Ramalingaswami Re-entry fellowship project on 
‘Functional exploration of triterpene pathways in model plants’ (2020-2025). (Amount: 10 million INR). 
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